
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 116th

 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S6793 

Vol. 165 WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2019 No. 192 

Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Our Father, be with us not only in 

great moments of experience but also 
during mundane and common tasks. 
Through the power of Your Spirit, may 
our Senators mount up with wings like 
eagles, running without weariness and 
walking without fainting. Give them 
the wisdom to be patient with others, 
ever lenient to their faults and ever 
prompt to appreciate their virtues. 

Lord, rule in the hearts of our law-
makers, keeping them from sin and 
sustaining their loved ones in all of 
their tomorrows. Surround us all with 
the shield of Your mercy, as You pro-
vide us with a future, hope, and bless-
ings too numerous to be stored. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. I would like to ad-

dress the Senate for 1 minute as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IRAN 
Mr. GRASSLEY. I hope a lot of 

Americans have been able to watch on 

television what is going on over in Iran 
right now. I hope Americans have an 
opportunity to listen to some Ameri-
cans of Iranian descent who are com-
menting on what is going on over there 
because, recently, thousands of Ira-
nians have taken to the streets pro-
testing their country’s corrupt regime. 
Frustrated by a lack of opportunity 
and frustrated by constant political op-
pression, these largely young and non-
violent protesters have stood up to say: 
Enough is enough. 

In response to these protesters, we 
see the regime engaging in a brutal 
crackdown, and that crackdown is on a 
scale not seen since the 1979 revolution, 
killing hundreds of civilians within the 
last few days. 

The United States is not an enemy of 
the Iranian people. In fact, Americans 
of all backgrounds can’t help but sym-
pathize with these brave protesters 
seeking a more prosperous, more re-
sponsible Iran and having the Iran Gov-
ernment give that sort of an environ-
ment. We need to tell the Iranian lead-
ers the world is watching. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
this week, House Democrats are con-
tinuing their 3-year-long quest to im-
peach the President and are continuing 

to obstruct urgent bipartisan legisla-
tion. This has been the Democrats’ 
strategy for months now—obsess over 
impeachment and obstruct everything 
else. 

Take the USMCA, which would cre-
ate 176,000 new American jobs. Speaker 
PELOSI has been stalling it for months, 
constantly saying she is optimistic or 
getting close or almost there. For 
months, it has been this broken record. 
I understand, this very week, while the 
Speaker of the House has apparently 
flown to Madrid to discuss climate 
change, she keeps offering the same 
empty rhetoric that is no different 
than what she was saying 10 months 
ago. American workers have waited 
and waited and waited. House Demo-
crats keep stalling. 

Consider the appropriations process. 
Even after signing a bipartisan agree-
ment to forgo poison pills, Democrats 
ignored it and thrust other policy dis-
agreements back into the appropria-
tions process. They voted twice to fili-
buster funding for our Armed Forces. 
Well, last week, Chairman SHELBY and 
Chairwoman LOWEY reached an impor-
tant agreement to address allocations 
at the subcommittee level. This was an 
essential step. It will take a lot of 
work and cooperation to move the ap-
propriations process forward in the 
short time ahead of us. Our Democratic 
colleagues will finally need to redis-
cover that our men and women in uni-
form are more important than their 
partisan fights. 

Speaking of our Armed Forces, let’s 
talk about the NDAA. Congress has 
passed an annual defense authorization 
bill every year since 1961. Every year, 
after some jousting and jostling, the 
Congress has put aside all of our extra-
neous disagreements to fulfill one of 
our most basic responsibilities and re-
authorize our Armed Forces, but re-
member the Democrats’ new playbook: 
Obsess over impeachment, obstruct ev-
erything else, including, apparently, 
even our troops and national security. 
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